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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 6516 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CH 

SUB J : PRC ANNOUNCES HYDROGEN BOMB TEST 

1. PRC PRESS COMMUNIQUE ON JUNE 28 ANNOUNCED SUCCESSFUL HYDROGEN 
BOMB TEST OVER CHINA' S WESTERN AREA. THIS IS FIRST TEST SINCE 
MARCH 18, 1972 AND PROBABLY REFLECTS 

CONTINUING PROGRESS IN CHINA' S NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAM. 

WE DOUBT THAT THE EVENT, AS SOME PRESS REPORTS SPECULATE, WAS 
DELIBERATELY TIMED TO IMPLY ANY MESSAGE FOLLOWING THE US- SOVIET 
SUMMIT. IF ANYTHING, THE CHINESE MAY HAVE DELAYED THE EXPLOSION 
UNTIL AFTER THE SUMMIT CONSIDERING THAT THIS WOULD BE LESS 
PROVACATIVE THAN IF IT HAD BEEN HELD BEFORE THE MEETING. 
CONSIDERATION OF WORLD REACTION ALSO APPARENTLY DID NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HONG K 06516 281001 Z 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



FIGURE IN THE TIMING AS 

FROM A PUBLIC RELATIONS VIEWPOINT IT WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN 
ADVISABLE TO HAVE WAITED UNTIL AFTER THE FORTHCOMING FRENCH TEST. 

2. THE ANNOUNCEMENT REITERATES THAT CHINA' S TESTING IS DEFENSIVE 
AND AIMED AT SHATTERING " THE MONOPOLY OF THE SUPER POWERS." BUT 
IT DOES NOT REPEAT THE PREVIOUS CHARGE OF " NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL" WHICH 
IMPLIED THAT THE US AS WELL AS THE SOVIET UNION WAS DIRECTLY 
THREATENING CHINA. THE CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENT UNLIKE THE PREVIOUS 
ALSO OMITS ANY REFERENCE TO A WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE OR TO 
A 

PROPOSAL FOR THE NON- USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, BUT SIMPLY PLEDGES 
THAT THE CHINESE GOVT WILL NEVER BE THE FIRST TO USE 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
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